
A Day at the Anganwadi
Workers Protest





Today we had an interesting conversation about
intersectionality and education. Ms. Chakravarty asked

us to read Teaching to Transgress by bell hooks.

Cool ya Sanika, why isn’t my
faculty as cool as yours? 

Hay Hay! RajyasashanHay Hay! Rajyasashan
Hay Hay!Hay Hay!



Oh I have been seeing
these women here for

the last few weeks
since January. Let’s go

and talk to them. 

Do you hear that Mariam? 
It coming from over there

 in Azaad Maidan 

Good Idea. I wonder
why they are here!



 Hmmm.....That’s a lot of women!
Should we ask someone what

this protest is about?

Aho Tai! 
Zara aikta ka?



We are Anganwadi workers. We have
come from all over Maharashtra. We
are protesting for decent salaries,

pension and other rights. 

 Ek minute
jara vicharu

Tai? why
are you all

women
protesting

here in
Mumbai?



Accha! So you are students. Hello, I am
Jyoti Gaikwad. I am from Naigaon, a

village in Chatrapati Sambhaji Nagar in
Aurangabad. I have been an Anganwadi

worker for 11 years now.

We are college students. We
have been passing by your

protest for weeks and
wanted to check in today.

 I see! So you work with
preschool children, right? 

Yes beta, you are almost
right. We provide education
for children upto the age 6,
but that's not the only thing

we do.



We are not only
responsible for
looking after

children but also the
nutrition needs of

pregnant and
lactating persons. 

There are 21
mandated tasks an
Anganwadi worker is

supposed to carry out
according to the 

 Ministry of Women
and Child

Development



That’s a huge
responsibility, Tai! You
are practically taking

care of the whole
country’s childhood!

So what is your
salary, Tai?

Anganwadi workers in 
Maharashtra get Rs.10,500 and Helpers get

Rs. 5,500. [These are  revised rates after
increase in 2023 after years of protest]

 Different states have different
payment structures for Anganwadi
workers ranging from  Rs. 600 in
Puducherry to Rs. 19,000 in 
Tamil Nadu



Rs. 5000? That's not enough
pocket money for me..

Exactly! Most of
the money would
be spent in my
canteen. How

can you manage
to run a house 

with that 
money?

See, this is my friend Sangeeta
Pawar. She has taken a loan

to come to this protest.
Sangeeta Tai! Ithe Ya. Tell

them how you got here.

Rs. 150

Rs. 99

Rs. 180
Rs. 130 x 1 month

Rs. 20



 Ho Tai, I had to borrow
Rs. 2000 for traveling to
Mumbai for the protest,

and I'll have to pay 
5% interest. Most women here

survive on loans, for
rent, food and other
expenses. How are

they supposed to pay
off their debts with

these wages?

This is ridiculous!
Government has money

to stick posters
everywhere but not to

pay their salaries?



What are you girls
studying right now?

Education is an important
tool for emancipation, my

girls! that's what Savitrimai
taught us. 

.

I am in second year BA
Social Studies in Smt. PN

Doshi Women's College

 I am doing B Ed in
SNDT college.

. 
I also have three degrees,one in Marathi literature,

social work, and Phule
Ambedkar Thought.

 Arey wah! How come
you decided to be an

Anganwadi worker?



But despite my passion and
qualifications as an educator I
had to face lots of challenges 

 inadequate
allowances

The wage doesn't match
with our responsibilities

 distant
meetings

 delayed
equipment for

teaching  

  

Unlike my fellow
Anganwadi sisters who
had no choice but to

choose this profession
for their income ....

  funds for two  
meals for our

children



Oh my! That’s not enough at all, what
do you even get for Rs.8 these days?

How much money do you get to feed
a child at your Anganwadi center?

We are supposed to
serve hot cooked
meals for 
children across
Anganwadis, aged 
3 months to 6 years.

Yet we are only given
Rs.8 per day cost for
two meals a day for a
child since 2014. So we
are demanding a per
day cost of Rs.24 for
severely malnourished
children and Rs.16 for 
the rest. 

65 lakh

Us Anganwadi workers are also
charged with an array of assignments

ranging from election duty to
pandemic relief work.

It doesn’t stop there



No annual increments, no bonus,
no provident fund – just a one-time

payment on retirement. 

 No, we don't. The travel
allowance of Rs 120 hardly
covers the expenses, and the
annual allowance of Rs 2000
for essentials like cleaning

material, stationary, and toys
is insufficient. We have to pay

from our own pockets.

 But Tai, surely you must get a
pension for your lifelong service?

Is this what              our lifelong 

Tai, they must atleast give you reimbursement
for all the traveling and rent for Anganwadi

center na since that’s extra cost?

Our college always reimburses
us for fests and projects.

service is               worth?



And Rs 75,000 for helpers? It's
barely enough. Even Sandhya, who
retired long ago, hasn't been paid

for the last 6-7 years.

The government offers a one-time payment of
Rs 1 Lakh for retirement? 

The people in power
should try to be an
Anganwadi worker and
see if they can even
survive
.            

 Our salaries never keep up with
inflation. Government announced

3% increment in our salaries
after 10 years of work, 4% after

20 years, and 5% after 30 years.
And Inflation rate is around 6%.

one day! 

What about a lifetime of service? 



Agadi khara ahe! We
are workers and we
want salaries and

other social security
benefits.

Why does the Government not consider us as
workers and call us Sevika? This is a job which

needs skills, caliber and energy.

This politics of language is unfair and exploitative. 

This is unfair! More people should be made
aware of the important role Anganwadi
workers play in India’s healthcare and

education system.

The people in power must 
be held accountable and this
fight should be amplified. 



Jyoti Tai! Rohini Tai! We understand the
importance of your work and the need

for fair treatment. 

We want to join your protest and
support your fight for justice.

 Let's continue to fight for
our rights and the rights of

all workers. 

We stand with you!



This comic is a tribute to India‘s 12 lakh
of India's Anganwadi workers and the

care economy they contribute
significantly to. At Behanbox, we are

committed to their rights and struggle for
dignity of work. The idea of this comic

came about with the years of reporting on
this issue but we met all the women
mentioned in the comic at a recent

protest in Mumbai. 
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